Newsletter - July 2018
Headteacher’s Report
Another year draws to a close; another group of students leave and move on to college and work.
We wish them all the very best! The feedback we have had from some of our young people has
been amazing and it means a lot to all staff. You can see this (and much more) on the new school
website and Facebook page.
As I write this, four students are in Belgium and France on the Battlefields Trip, and they look to be
having a great time. We continue to look for opportunities to give our young people experiences
outside the normal school curriculum, hoping that this will enable them to broaden their view of the
world and develop the essential quality of resilience.
This term we say goodbye to Darren who has worked at the Centre School for
several years. He will be missed; he has led the BTEC cooking with great help
from Veronica and has provided interesting and different learning opportunities
for some students. We wish Darren all the best for the future.
I hope you all have a great summer and look forward to seeing you in September.
Sue Raven

Parent visits are Tuesday 4th September, and
students are back on Wednesday 5th September.

Follow us on:
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Xtreme Graffiti!
Our students regularly visit Xtreme360 in St Neots, and they set our Graffiti team a challenge! They
had a blank piece of wall — and we had the skills to make it look much more interesting!

Joseph writes: It was great fun
working with Fyn and Nathan to
finish this piece. Before we could
spray it, the people at Xtreme360
prepared the panel by painting it
with a coat of emulsion. We did the
filling and blending, and Kilo did all
the line work. We then worked as a
team to complete the piece. We love it, and Xtreme360 are very happy with their new artwork and
that is awesome!

Fishing Match 2018
Fyn writes: This year’s fishing match was held at Fraser’s
Fishery in Ely. There was ten people in the match, and it
lasted two and a half hours. We drew for pegs; I drew peg
10. I went to my peg and I found out it was an end peg. I
set up, quite nippy on maggots. Sue Raven yelled with her
big gob to start the match. I fed a lot and not often; I
dropped my hook bait in the margin and I was pulling little
fish left, right and centre. I caught a couple of tench and a
crucian carp, and after all of that it was weigh in time. I
weighed my net of fish first, and it came in at 3lb 9oz.
This might not sound much, but it’s a lot in little fish. I
was a little nervous as the other students got weighted in,
but in the end it was confirmed that I had won the match!
I was well pleased with myself!
1st Fyn
2nd Josh C-K
3rd Harry
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Football Tournament win — again!
Kia writes: This term, we went to another football tournament at
Baldock. We were a young team, mostly Year 7 and 8.
Our first game was against Falconer 2nd; we smashed them 3-1! We
were really happy as it was the first time we played together. We
then played the hosts Brandles school and it was a really tough
game. Ryan scored a last minute equaliser and we drew the game 22. Then we played Falconer 1st who were from Watford and all year
9s, they were massive! Luckily we beat them 2-1 so made the final.
In the final we played Falconer 1st again and we drew 1-1. This meant it went to penalties. We
won the penalties 3-2 with Ryan saving the final one. We were the champions! To see some of
our penalties look on the school Facebook and Twitter!
It was a great day and thank you to Stu, Chris, Buster and Jason for taking us. This victory
meant the school went the whole 2017-2018 season undefeated winning both age group football
tournaments! Bring on next season! Written by Kia Streetly (player of the tournament)

Reflections from 2018 Leavers
It’s the best school, I've learned loads from it, I've enjoyed it and there are good staff.
Anthony Abbott

What I've enjoyed about being at the Centre is that it’s not like any other school. I've managed to build
quite a strong friendship with most of the students and staff and that's something I will definitely miss.
The Centre school is the only school I will actually miss being at, clearly because of the people inside of it.
I also want to give a big thanks to all the staff trying their hardest to get us Year 11's a good grade.
Robert Myles
I liked Bel, she was my favourite teacher, and V. Jordan Jakes
It has helped me a lot, helping me to get better at Maths and English and dealing with
stuff. There are nice staff. Claire Phillips

I'm going to miss it, because they've helped me develop better skills for going out into the real world. My
advice to the younger students is knuckle down and make sure you do the work because you may think it’s
not important but when you get to Year 11 it is. Reece Rowley
I've loved being at The Centre School because I have learnt so many new things and it has been
the most stable thing I have had in the last six years. I wish I hadn't been naughty because I
could have got better grades but I'm happy that I have got my level 1 diploma. I have had loads
of help from various teachers but mostly Hanna and I am sad that I am leaving, but looking forward to starting college. Thank you for all the help, I will miss everyone. Jon Wells
Advice from Claire P: Don't listen to people who say mean things and don't copy others
bad behaviour as it will get you in trouble later in life.
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Centre Celebration 2018
We opened our doors to all our parents/carers, family and friends once again in late June for the
Centre Celebration 2018! This annual event is a great opportunity to meet the staff, see the school,
have a look at students’ work, try some BBQ and celebrate all this year’s hard work!
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Centre Celebration 2018
What does the Centre School means to me? - Parents
Prior to my son starting at the Centre School, he was in a very dark place, with no ability to make
and keep friends. Academically, he was several years behind his peers, with no means of ever
catching up. He managed to secure a place at the Centre School, and he has now achieved so
much, he has secured his college placement and organised his work experience. He has made
friends and has not been in any trouble; this is all down to the Centre School. Although excited for
a new journey, I as a parent will miss all the staff and would like to say a Big Heartfelt Thank You!
Satisfaction that my son is getting a good education, as well as social skills. I am very proud of
him, and I am extremely grateful for this opportunity for him to be at this School. Thank you!
Everything! My son has needed to be at a school like this for a long time. He is now happy to be at
school and really enjoys everything he does at the school as well as the people. To see my son
happy is everything to me!
All the staff are lovely, very friendly and welcoming. They have done an amazing job with our son
and we really appreciate all their hard work and patience. We think the school is amazing and are
very happy that our son has the opportunity to be here. Thank you everyone!
Our daughter really struggled in mainstream education, not with learning but the social aspects.
We had huge reservations about Centre School; our first impressions were completely incorrect.
She is thriving and we really appreciate all the support that she and us as parents receive. Thanks!
Lovely to see my child feeling that he can achieve. To see him confident, articulate, happy is amazing!

More than words can express! He is achieving many wonderful things and growing and learning in
a safe, understanding environment. Thank you Centre School!

What does the Centre School means to me? - Students
It means a lot to me because I would not be where I am today without the support of the Centre
School. They have put so much time into me. I’m going to miss the Centre School and thank you
to everyone who has helped me and made my experience at this school such a wonderful time.
It keeps me on track and helps me to be the best that I can and achieve my goals in life!
It means I can be myself somewhere, and not be worried about exclusions and things like that.
Somewhere I can be calm.
It means a lot to me — lots of nice people who help me a lot. I’m going to miss everybody!
The school makes me happy because I go fishing, and the teachers are very nice.
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Midsummer Fair
Our students were once again invited to Midsummer Fair fairground for the afternoon. We took
Kilo, the Selfie King, as long as he promised to be a good boy.

Art Trip — Fudge making!
The BTEC Art Group went to Cambridge recently to visit the Fudge Kitchen. This tied in with their
current art project, and gave them lots of inspiration to complete their BTEC qualification. They got
to try lots of different fudges and them make their own! Looks like fun!
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The Skeleton Crew!
Years 7, 8 & 9 have just completed a project on recycling in our
Science lessons, and how this can have a massive impact not only
on a local level but also globally.
As part of the project they made some wonderful new items from
recycled household waste such as old bottles, tin cans, and cutlery. These items were then sold to help us raise money for a full
sized skeleton for us to use in Science. We needed to raise £100.
Through donations and sales on the evening of the Centre school celebra-

tion we made over £90 with the short fall being made up of a mixture of
an auction to sell the wonderful mug coaster that Stu made and a few last
minute donations. I am happy to let you all know we made it and after
some great teamwork the students have built our skeleton who is now
standing tall and proud. We would like to thank all the people who supported us to reach our goal, we are thinking hard about what we can raise
funds for next year. Oh and for those of you that are wandering what we
have called our new addition to the school we are holding a competition to
name it which will be announced next week.
STOP PRESS
Over forty students and staff took part in our competition to “Name the
skeleton”. The level of imagination was amazing, and our judge was
doubled over giggling.
It took over an hour to reduce the names down to a final two.
The winner was Shane who has named our new skeleton Indiana Bones.
Shane’s prize will be £10.
Our runner up is Harry with Bonesy Malone. Harry has been award £5.
Well done boys — an excellent effort!
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Riding Residential 2018
Four students and two staff were in Cumbria on a
horse-riding residential trip at the end of June.
Hanna and Rob were planning this for months,
and it went very well indeed!
Hanna says: So, after a rather long journey
(Rob’s fault - he took us off the M6 Toll and then
back on, resulting in having to pay twice!) we arrived at 6pm having navigated some scary hairpin
single track routes!! The students coped so well!!
All settled in, dinner consumed and Jon has absolutely worn out Rob out playing football!!
Photos show the intrepid team climbing up to see
a waterfall in Ambleside. It was still 27 degrees!

Well worth the 45 minute walk, and there was
4G at the top of the mountain!
Day two of the Riding Residential - Rob writes:
Well yesterday was great. Apart from melting on
horseback, we all had a great time.
Jon, Reece and Amy were in their element,
Claire was a little nervous but soldiered through
it. She had a pony that just did its own thing
walking through every bush and tree in sight. Very funny to watch…The views are incredible, we
stopped at the highest pub in Cumbria (Kirkstone Pass) for dinner. Then walked the path up the
mountain opposite to burn it off.
Day three of the Riding Residential - Hanna writes:
Rob made breakfast for everyone followed by a quick shopping trip. Then off to the riding stables
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Riding Residential 2018
for an hour group lesson this morning: the instructor told
us we were the first group she had ever taught who all
trotted off on the correct diagonal without any prompting.
Back to the house for a quick lunch and then off again for
a very hot 2 hour hack through the most amazing countryside and beautiful scenery. Rob, Jon and Amy went on a
Walk, Trot and Canter route and I went with Claire and
Reece on a steady Plod!

The students and Rob are currently having a swim in Lake
Windermere.....it’s still 27 degrees! Heading back to the
house soon to have a BBQ.
Amy writes: Before we got to the
Lake District, I didn’t want to go because I thought it would be boring, but
it was truly amazing and I enjoyed every moment of it. I got on with students
that I never thought that I would be friends with, and I didn't what to leave
whatsoever. Thank you Hanna and Rob!

Reece writes: I really enjoyed the Residential because it made me improve my riding skills, and it
was really nice because I got to know everyone better and the views were amazing and it was nice
making the food because everyone had to do stuff which was really good. It was the best trip ever!
Claire writes: One of the things I enjoyed most about the Residential was the horse riding. I also
enjoyed the walking as the scenery was amazing. We had lots of fun, entertaining each other and
playing games. I would love to go again and I recommend the trip highly. Thanks Hanna and Rob!
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Battlefields 2018 (1)
The July Battlefields Team have just returned from another amazing visit to the Western Front.

Lijssenthoek Cemetery
really important to me
as my Tommy’s grave
was there. (RL)
This place blew my
mind—seeing it in
person makes you
realise how many
people died. Those
600,000 sculptures
were amazing to
see. (RM)
Going here was very
moving (SC)
It was a great
feeling to lay the
wreath at the
Menin Gate (RL)
Our boys did
well! (KP)
Very upsetting, but
good to know they do it
every day.
It was a bit awkward
but I was happy that I
paid my respects. (RM)

I like how even though
the Germans were the
“bad guys” they still
have cemeteries and
memorials. (JM)
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Battlefields 2018 (1)

The Sunken Lane, Somme: This location really brought home what the feelings the soldiers
must have been going through before “going over the top”. Meeting Andy Robertshaw (famous
Battlefield Historian) was a great coincidence too! (KP)
It was moving
to find my
Tommy (SC)

Giving an identity
to the unknown
soldiers was an
emotional
moment. (KP)
I thought these trenches
were very cool (SC)

I loved
how the
statue
shows you
how they
helped
each other
(JM)

It felt quite
cool to show
that after 100
years, people
still care. (JM)

I really liked this; it hit me
more than other places
because I knew from the
poem what that poor lady
was feeling. (RL)
The poem was very moving (JM)

I don’t see them as my
colleagues any more—
more like a team. I had a
lot of fun with them (RL)

It felt weird
to be standing in the
crater—it
was amazingly big!
(RM)

It was an honour to be
included in the trip this
year, and I found the
experience quite emotional at times. (KP)
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Exams - proud of our students!
Sue Lester writes:
Time to celebrate for some of our year 10 and 11
students as exams are over!
This year 12 students sat their GCSE in Maths, 7
students sat their GCSE in English and 2 students
sat their GCSE in History.
Throughout all the exams, students are placed in

a huge hall with external invigilators who they have never met before, so as you can imagine, this
can be quite a daunting experience. After EACH exam this year, we were visited by our Exams Officer who reported back that our students behaved impeccably at all times, and the invigilators
were very proud of them. Obviously, all staff at The Centre School are very proud of them too and
hope their hard work and commitment is reflected in their results.

Life after the Centre School, what next?
Annabel, who deals with Student Welfare, writes:
The government expects students to continue to in some form of education until they are aged 18;

this can be a college course, an apprenticeship or traineeship or working/volunteering while in part
-time education.
Year 11 students will need to begin thinking about their plans for after they leave the Centre
School next summer; thinking about their interests, what they are good at, and their thoughts
about what they would like to do in the future.
Several of the local colleges will offer open days in the autumn term, where students can look
round, talk to tutors and find out about courses that may be available.
Information about this will be sent out prior to these open days.
Annabel Gerrard-Croxon (student welfare) will work alongside the Year 11's to support them in

making plans for after they leave school. If you have any questions Annabel can be contacted on
01954 288746

Thanks to everybody who has provided copy for this term’s newsletter, and thanks to all
the staff for their hard work this term. Have a great summer holiday!
Parent visits Tuesday 4th September, students back Wednesday 5th September.
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